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People come to us when they are in a jam,” says Ronson 
“Ronnie” Shamoun, JD., LL.M., founder of RJS LAW-A 
Tax Law Firm, with offices in San Diego, Irvine, and 

Beverly Hills. “They have had a hiccup in their lives—divorce, a 
lawsuit, loss of income. Some event caused them to get behind 
with their taxes. They pay their rent, electricity, and employees’ 
wages, but get behind on sales taxes or payroll taxes. These aren’t 
hardened criminals,” he adds. But all the same, they desperately 
need Shamoun’s help.

“The government agencies are aggressive. They will levy the 
money you have in your accounts, levy your accounts receivable, 
and can seize assets,” he explains. That’s precisely where the 
team of highly specialized tax attorneys at RJS LAW come in. 
“We solve tax problems with both the state and IRS, including 
civil and criminal cases. We are here to protect our clients. We 
get them compliant and help them save their businesses. It’s 
incredibly rewarding to prevent someone from losing their 
business and help them rebuild their lives,” he says.

Excellence in Entrepreneurialism
A native San Diegan, Shamoun says he’d wanted to be an 
attorney for as long as he can remember.  “I grew up next door 
to a CPA/Tax Attorney and I knew it was a great career path,” 
he says.  However, an entrepreneurial streak seems imbedded in 
Shamoun’s DNA. Growing up with a father who is a prominent 
businessman and commercial real estate investor in San Diego, 
long before Shamoun decided to dedicate his life to helping 
others, he became a business owner himself.   From an early 
age he had worked at his family’s convenience store, and by 

the time he had graduated law school, Shamoun was running 
his own businesses.   “I opened a Subway franchise, and then 
another Subway.   Next it was a coffee shop, a convenience 
store, and a laundry mat,” he recalls.   “I was taught that if I 
work hard, I might make it.  But if I didn’t work hard, I’d never 
make it.  With those odds, I decided I might as well work hard.  
Fortunately, I had incredible parents who had faith in me, and 
their encouragement and support was unwavering.”

Still, Shamoun never lost that desire to be an advocate for 
others. With a deep love for his hometown, Shamoun attended 
the University of San Diego for his undergraduate degree in 
Accountancy and stayed for both his graduate and postgraduate 
law degrees. He also confirmed what he had suspected as a 
child; that working in tax law was definitely his calling. 

 “While I was in law school I took the Tax Litigation class 
with Richard Carpenter who became a mentor and close friend. 
I really liked tax litigation, and after the class, I was sold on 
becoming a tax attorney,” he says. The desire to become not 
only a tax attorney, but the founder of the largest boutique tax 
law firm in San Diego was further reinforced by an experience 
while interning at the Federal Income Tax Clinic at USD.

“During my time at the Federal Income Tax Clinic with 
Richard Carpenter, I settled seven cases and remember vividly 
one case in particular that spanned about three years: an 
Innocent Spouse Claim for a low-income woman who was 
recently divorced. Her husband had been hiding his business 
activities and she, being a loving and supportive wife, signed 
all of the paperwork he asked her to without question. When 
their divorce was finalized, he ended up leaving her with an 
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enormous tax bill that she would never be able to pay off. She 
came to the Legal Clinic distraught over how she could ever 
afford to pay the money back. I was able to persuade the IRS to 
abate the full liability. I will never forget how grateful she was 
when we told her that her liability was relieved.”

That experience, along with much encouragement from his 
father to seek a postgraduate LL.M., solidified Shamoun’s goals 
for the future. “While I was in law school, my dad asked if there 
were any degrees after my JD that I could obtain. I told him 
about the LL.M. in Tax and how I could apply twelve of my 
units from my law school degree to the LL.M. degree, making 
it only one semester long. My dad encouraged me to get my 
LL.M. because it showed my commitment to expertise in my 
field, and because it was a short time commitment, I agreed. I 
didn’t want to be just a tax attorney, I wanted to be a tax expert. 
Now, I encourage all law school students who come to me for 
advice to get their LL.M. in Tax, regardless of the area of law 
they intend to practice. It’s an invaluable investment you make 
in yourself, applicable to many areas of law.” 

After working for a few years as an accountant while earning 
his two law degrees, Shamoun set his sights once again on a 
new business venture. This time, he had the vision of “creating 
the best tax law firm in the United States. I wanted the firm 
to be different, becoming a household name and international 
resource,” he says. In 2003, he opened the doors to his own 

firm, and began the daunting task of marketing himself as an 
attorney in his own community. 

“I started out as a solo practitioner. I worked evenings and 
weekends at my convenience store and Subway in Ocean 
Beach, trying to spread the word about my new law firm to 
every customer who came in. I began to build relationships with 
them and they started to come to me with their tax problems. 
They knew they could trust me because they’d see me the next 
day when they came in to get their coffee or sandwich,” he says. 

It suffices to say Shamoun has come a long way from the days 
of face-to-face marketing with his convenience store customers, 
but he has seen the fruits of his labor materialize into the firm that 
he had always envisioned. With 9 attorneys (all of whom hold an 
LL.M. or are in the process of obtaining it, as it is a requirement 
to join his firm), Shamoun has built a practice that is lauded 
not only for helping its clients, but for its tireless dedication to 
helping better the San Diego community as a whole.

Building the Helping Brand
Shamoun’s practice today involves federal and state taxation 
with an emphasis in criminal tax defense, tax controversy, real 
estate, corporate law, and international tax. He has represented 
countless individual and businesses before the IRS, the California 
Franchise Tax Board, the California Employment Development 
Department, and the California State Board of Equalization. 

Ronson J. Shamoun with the RJS LAW team. 
He credits much of the firm’s success and 
growth to the team he has assembled.
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He’s also defended clients against criminal prosecutions by the 
federal government and the State of California. All told, he and 
his colleagues at RJS LAW have helped thousands of clients find 
solutions to their civil and criminal tax matters. 

“Our typical clients are business owners who have run into 
tax problems. Whether they are facing an audit, collections, 
penalty abatements, or complex tax planning, businesses always 
need our help, no matter the size,” he says. To that end, RJS 
LAW abides by a few guiding principles which Shamoun 
wholeheartedly believes are the reason for the firm’s incredible 
success and impeccable reputation with the courts, federal and 
state taxing agencies, and other attorneys. 

“We treat our clients with compassion, advocating for and 
caring about each one as if they were a part of our family,” he 
says. “We give each client personal attention, promising a 24-hour 
turnaround time on all phone calls and emails. We create genuine 
relationships with our clients, making them friends for life. Our 
strategy of putting compassion at the center of everything we do 
has proven to be innovative. Our clients come to us scared, looking 
for someone they can trust and turn to in their time of need.”

To Shamoun that means that his firm must never say no 
to a client who needs help. “We are committed to offering 
reasonable rates. Not only are our rates competitive and 
affordable, but because of our experience, we are extremely 
efficient, allowing us to reduce the amount of time it takes to 
complete the matter,” he says. 

Continuing he adds, “We run our firm like a retail 
establishment. We want our clients to walk out of the office 
smiling, and if they aren’t we will do what we need to do in 
order to fix the problem. If that means discounting their bill, so 
be it. If that means taking on another aspect of their case pro 
bono, so be it. If that means providing free legal advice to them 
even after their matter is closed, so be it. We are happy to help 
in any way that we can.”

As the result of this tireless advocacy and compassion, 
Shamoun is extraordinarily proud of the firm’s 100% customer 
service satisfaction rate. “We are proud of our customer 
satisfaction rate, and will always go above and beyond for our 
clients to keep this statistic,” he says. 

“We donated more than 3,500 pro bono hours in 2014, and 
our goal for 2015 is to donate 5,000 hours of pro bono work. The 
people we help in a pro bono capacity have become some of our 
biggest fans and best referral sources. They are in the community 
advocating our services for the rest of their lives,” Shamoun says 
with a smile. However, Shamoun’s determination to help others 
isn’t limited to those with tax problems. On the contrary, RJS LAW 
is equally determined to help the local community as a whole.

Indeed, the individual attorneys at RJS LAW donate countless 
hours of their time and resources to charities and nonprofits 
close to their hearts. By way of example, Shamoun volunteers 
his time to the Grossmont Hospital Foundation, the Chaldean 
Middle-Eastern Social Services Clinic, the Saint Peter Chaldean 
Seminary Program, the Challenged Athletes Foundation, the 
Knights of Columbus, the University of San Diego School of 

Law Board of Visitors, the National Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences, and the United Services Organization, amongst 
others. Shamoun has also donated an annual scholarship, the 
$5,000 Ronson J. Shamoun RJS LAW Tax Scholarship, to the 
University of San Diego School of Law to be awarded to students 
who pursue an LL.M. in Taxation at Shamoun’s alma mater. 

His team of associates and attorneys are like-minded in their 
own service work. Attorneys at RJS LAW contribute their 
time and resources to organizations both inside and outside 
of the legal community including Young Tax Lawyers, Habitat 
for Humanity, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, the Rwandan Orphans Project, Kiwanis, 
and I Love a Clean San Diego. Many of the attorneys at the 
firm are also professors at local universities.

As a firm, RJS LAW also helps numerous indigent people 
throughout San Diego County get their lives back on track. “We 
never turn down someone who needs our help. When they come to 
us for help, we are there. Our job is to lend a helping hand no matter 
what. We always offer our clients a free one-hour consultation 
with an attorney, giving them all the tools to solve their problems 
themselves whenever possible or referring them to the USD Federal 
Income Tax Clinic when necessary,” Shamoun says.

Big Return on Investment in Goodwill
Shamoun is clear that his efforts to use his talent and expertise to 
help others, coupled with his investment in extending goodwill, 
have played an imperative role in his success. “We believe that 
it is because of our commitment to excellence, honesty, and 
hard work that we’ve built a sterling reputation with the courts, 
federal and state taxing agencies, and other attorneys. We 
have an endless list of happy client testimonials, and we take 
impeccable care of clients who have been referred to our firm by 
other attorneys or tax practitioners,” Shamoun says. 

Yet he is honest when he says that it was slow going when he 
first opened his firm. “For the first 3-4 years, revenues in the 
firm weren’t great,” he says candidly. “But we have always been 
very giving, and after a few years, the word spread. When you 
do good for others, whether it’s by taking on a pro bono case, 
offering a free consultation, or even telling clients how they can 
solve their tax issues without hiring us to help, those people tell 
others how you were able to help them, and that is how we have 
grown our firm. When you do good, good comes back to you,” 
he says simply.

Good things have certainly come to pass for RJS LAW over 
the last decade. Beginning in 2009, the awards and accolades 
for Shamoun’s excellency in advocacy began to pour in. He was 
named a Top Young Attorney by the San Diego Daily Transcript 
in both 2009 and 2010. By 2013, he’d been named a Top 
Young Influential and Top Tax Attorney by the San Diego Daily 
Transcript, a Top Lawyer by San Diego Magazine, and one of 
the Top Lawyers in California by American Lawyer Media. RJS 
LAW was also named the Business of the Year by the San Diego 
East County Chamber of Commerce. To boot, the same year, 
and every year thereafter, Shamoun earned an AV Preeminent 
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rating from Martindale Hubbell, the highest possible rating 
for professional ethics and excellence. 

By 2014, Shamoun’s firm had been named a Family Owned 
Business Finalist by the San Diego Business Journal, as one of 
San Diego Metro Magazine’s Most Admired Companies, and 
was a finalist in the Better Business Bureau’s Torch Award for 
Marketplace Ethics. He’d also been named a Top Lawyer by 
San Diego Magazine, was included amongst the Best of the 
Bar by the San Diego Business Journal, and earned the Client’s 
Choice award from Avvo in all of his practice areas: tax, 
business, trusts, and real estate. Similarly, he was one of San 
Diego Metro Magazine’s Mover to Watch and Best Attorney 
in 2014, as well as a 2014 San Diego Daily Transcript Top 
Tax Attorney. In 2015, he received the Top Lawyer title yet 
again from San Diego Magazine, and was a finalist in the 
2015 San Diego Business Journal’s Most Admired CEO award. 
Shamoun has also become a frequent legal commentator for 
various media outlets including Fox 5 News, ABC Channel 
10 News, KUSI News, and NBC 7 News in San Diego, and 
nationally on One America News Network. He is also an expert 
contributor to the San Diego Union Tribune, San Diego Daily 
Transcript, and the San Diego Business Journal. 

But beneath all of the awards and accolades for his 
expertise in tax advocacy, Shamoun remains a true San Diego 
family man, entrepreneur, and business owner who feels a 
deep sense of gratitude and obligation to pay forward his 
success. RJS LAW is truly a family affair: he serves as Chief 
Executive Officer; his wife, Melanie, is the Chief Financial 
Officer; his sister, Renae serves as Chief Marketing Officer; 
his father, Sabri, is a consultant; his niece, Larissa, is a staff 
accountant; his nephews, Devon and Dominick, and niece, 
Leandra, are summer interns; and his nephews, Dylan and 
Drake, are starting as interns later this year. “I come from a 
very close knit family and we are still that way today.” Every 
Friday his brother Robert and his wife Lisa, as well as his 
sister Renae and her husband Alan, come with their kids to 
his family home to spend time together. “Growing up, it was 
always my goal to make my mother and father, Mary and 
Sabri, proud of me. Now that I’m married and have kids, I 
have even more people to make proud; my wife, Melanie, 
and my daughters, Mariella and Audrianna, are my biggest 
inspiration and source of encouragement and I would not be 
where I am today without my family’s support. Everything I 
do is for my family, my firm, and my community.” n

Contact:
Ronson J. Shamoun

RJS LAW-A Tax Firm
www.RJSLawFirm.com

RShamoun@irssolution.com
619-595-1655

San Diego | 303 A Street, Suite 400,  
San Diego, CA 92101

 Beverly Hills | 8484 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 210, 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Irvine | 2 Park Plaza, Suite 1258, Irvine, CA 92614

» EDUCATION

•  Law School: University of San Diego School of Law

•  Other Graduate School: Masters of Laws in Taxation

•  College: University of San Diego, bachelor’s in accounting

» AWARDS

•  Client’s Choice in Tax, Business, Trusts, and Real Estate—Avvo 2014

•  Martindale Hubbell AV Preeminent: Highest Excellence in Legal  
Ability and Ethical Practice—2013 

•  Torch Award Finalist—Better Business Bureau of San Diego, Imperial, 
and Orange Counties 2014

•  Most Admired Companies—San Diego Metro Magazine 2014

•  Best Attorney—San Diego Metro Magazine 2014 

•  Mover to Watch—San Diego Metro Magazine 2014 

•  Most Admired CEO Finalist—San Diego Business Journal 2015

•  Best of the Bar—San Diego Business Journal 2014 

•  Family Owned Business Finalist—San Diego Business Journal 2014 

•  Top Lawyer—San Diego Magazine 2013-2015 

•  Top Lawyers in California—American Lawyer Media 2013 

•  Top Young Influential—San Diego Daily Transcript 2013 

•  Top Tax Attorney—San Diego Daily Transcript 2013 & 2014

•  Top Young Attorney—San Diego Daily Transcript 2009 & 2010 

•  Voted San Diego’s Best Tax Law Firm by the readers of the Union 
Tribune—RJS LAW 2014

•  State of California Senate Certificate of Recognition—RJS LAW 2014 

•  California Legislature Assembly Certificate of Recognition— 
RJS LAW 2014 

•  San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce Certificate of Merit— 
RJS LAW 2014 

•  City of San Diego Certification of Recognition—RJS LAW 2014 

•  San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year— 
RJS LAW 2013

•  Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition—RJS LAW 2013 

•  State of California Senate Certificate of Recognition—RJS LAW 2013 

•  California Legislature Assembly Certificate of Recognition— 
RJS LAW 2013 

•  San Diego County Board of Supervisors Certificate of Recognition— 
RJS LAW 2013
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